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On Jan. 23 in Managua during an interview with Stephen Kinzer of the New York Times (01/25/88),
President Daniel Ortega said that during his trip to Spain he will request that Felipe Gonzalez's
government become active in the regional peace effort. Ortega said, "Verification is vital. Spain has
a great deal of independence and enjoys the confidence of every Central American government."
At the summit meeting in Costa Rica on Jan. 15-16, the Central American presidents reportedly
agreed to request foreign nations for help in monitoring the peace accords. Ortega said Canada
should also be asked to help, and that the Canadian government has expressed an interest in doing
so. During the interview, Ortega referred to the Feb. 3-4 vote by the US Congress on contra aid.
He said he feared that the brief detention of opposition leaders last week and an attack on an antiSandinista political meeting in Managua on Jan. 22 might hurt Nicaragua's lobbying efforts in
Washington. "The United States Congress is a very volatile Congress," he said. "A small incident,
well manipulated by the administration, can easily influence the congressional vote. Admittedly,
we are struggling to establish our credibility in the eyes of Congress." "In Honduras on Jan. 14, a
member of the human rights commission, who was also a member of the Honduran parliament, was
assassinated," he said. "The United States government is not interested in taking note of this act or
condemning it or pressing for an investigation." Ortega said no new political concessions were likely
before the US Congress votes. However, Interior Minister Tomas Borge announced on the evening
of Jan. 23 that on Jan. 25 he would consider whether to permit the reopening of radio news programs
shut down in recent years.
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